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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's volleyball team begins a new year
this fall, along with the entire women's program, as it advances to NCAA Division I
status.
The Panthers open the season on Saturday, Sept. 4 hosting a quadrangular.
Besides joining the NCAA, EIU's women's program has also joined the new Gateway
Collegiate Athletic Conference consisting of Bradley, Drake, Illinois State, Indiana
State, Northern Iowa, STU-Carbondale, Southwest Missouri, Western Illinois and
Wichita State.
Coach Carol Gruber began fall practice on August 16 with 16 varsity candidates.
The Panthers return five players who started at one time or another last year.
They are senior Cathy Dolan (Dunwoody, GA), junior Bonnie Fisk (Evansville, INCastle), senior Rhonda Morel (LaSalle-Peru), senior Mary Ann Seiwert (Lisle-Benet
Academy) and sophomore Donna Uhler (Glen Ellyn-Benet Academy).
"I will be making some difficult decisions in the next few days," said Gruber.
"We have the nucleus to have one of, or to have, the best volleyball squad ever here at
Eastern.
"Five returning starters and four blue chip recruits are mv reasons for saying
that.

We have a tough schedule including the first conference championship at Spring-

field, MO later in the year.

I hope these women respond positively to the challenge."

Stacy Cook (Lincoln-Illinois Central CC), one of the most sought after athletes
in the area, heads the list of recruits.

Incoming freshman Misty Buckhold (Riverton)

is a strong candidate for setter, and is an excellent hitter. Kathy Briggs (BartonvilleLimestone/Illinois Central CC) teamed with Cook at Illinois Central Community College.
Judy Planos (Evanston) at 5-10, will add strength up front.
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